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BetweenhisEleForalHighneſsP ALATINE 
ofthe RHINE, and the DUKE of 
LOAAAT A 


CILES F whatI hear be true, in England you are in the dark about preſent 
> Afﬀairs in theſe Parts , which 1 wonderat very much, ſeeing the In. 
a >. teref you ought to take in it, 1s ſufficient toſtir your curioſity, and, 1 
believe, to make you concerned in it. If what Solomon faith be true, 
As cold waterst 0a thirſly Soul, ſo # good newes from a far Coumry 3 it ought 
to be very acceptable to you if they be good, but moſt uncomfortable 
when it happens to the contrary ; forin this reſpe&t you muſtdeale with others, 
as you would be dealt by, if you were in the ſame condition , eſpecially being, as 
you are obliged to it by the two moſt Sacred tyes that are, namely of Religion 2nd 
ofConſanguimity, whereupon in this caſe doth depend intereſt, which is the preſent 
God of the World. 

'Tis a very obvious, yet a true obſervation, that England was never ina more 
flouriſhing condition, then when it hath owned and prote&ted abroad the Proteſtane 
Intereſt. I will not diſpute whether it be really her Intereſt ſoto do , to unice all 
the members of ſo potent a Body, and declare ker (eli the Head of it, or a particular 
reward from God for ſo good ana ; but tis moſt certainly ſo, as the happy Raign 
of Queen Flixabeth can teſlifie, ſhe proteQed Holland, and afiſted Henry the fourth 
of France, and She was loved at home, and feared and reſpedted abroad, which Queen 
Mary (who took a contrary courſe ) could never obtain. When 1 mention 
the Proteſtant Intereſt.I mean not only, when meerly upon the account of Religion, 
Wars are raiſed againſt Princes,to force them to abjure that which they profeſſe,and 
embrace anothers (for now by the grace of God that Party is ſo numerous, that the 
enemies of it dare not openly to own that to be the cauſe of their fafling out ) but 1 
alſo extend it to the affifdance of thoſe Princes who proſeſſe the ſame Religion, in the 
defence of theirJuſt Rights and pretentions, 

The moſt Noble and Illuſtrious Family of the Counts Platines of the Rhine is one 
oftheſe, who hath produced ſome Princes emineat for their Piety and Charity, as up- 
on ſeverall occafions they expreſſed it, aflifting abroad thoſe that were unjulily per- 
ſecuted in their Spiritual, and ou. es in theic temporal liberties; and within their 


Dominions givingSanctuary to thoſe who for Religions ſake were Criven out oftheix 
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own countries ; ſo that upon this and other accounts it was by the enemies of the 
Truth, taken notice of tobe ( as indeed it way] ) the moſteminent of the Re- 
ſormed in Germary , and therefore all are acquainted how cruelly ſhe was 
aMiRted in the late German Wars; and that the loſſe of the battel of Praguz by that fa- 
miy, was a fatal blow given to the Proteſtant intereſt in thoſe parts, 1hope no ras 
cionall man will deny : the conſequences ofit were the loſſe which the Proteſtants 
made of the caſting Vote in the EleQtoral Colledge, the dividing into two, one of the 
three they had init as well as the EleCtoral Dignity, and that inſtead of ſeven Votes 
the Proteſtants had four, now ofcight they have but three, Hence alſe followed 
the miſcries which thoſe Perſons ofthe Royal Engliſh blood have undergone, and 
and the deſolation of that good Land, which in kerproperity was the Sanftuary of 
che perſecuted Proteſtants, and a Land of Prayers in her sfliftion. 

His Highneſs , the preſent EleQtor is a perſon who hath been much expoſed to the 
rage and malice of the enemies of Religion, and his family, having been heretofore, 
not only driven from his own Houſe and Lands, but alſo without right and Reaſon 
yea againſt th- Laws and conſtitutions of the Germin Empire, wrongiully and forci- 
dly kept out till by the mediation of Princes and Stat*®s,grown jealous of his enemies, 
they were forced to grant him ſome Conditions, which out of a politick neceſſity 
he hath been willing to accept, chuſing rather to get one part ( though with the loſſe 
ofthe other) then to be ill deprived of all, 

But ſince the time he hath been reſtored to part ofhisStates as of his dignity, they 
ave thre«tned, pickt out Quarrels, and began groundlefs, and uuneceſſary Wars 
againſt him, as was done of late by the Argh Biſhops, of Men's,,Colen, the Biſhop of 
Spire, and others their confederates, out of the antient hatred againſt his Religion 
and family, and out of a deſire to uſurpe his State, undoe his SubjeQs, and at laſt to 
frip him of ally ſo out ofan envy to his perſon, becauſe they ſee him ſo eminent] 
tranſcendent above them : indeed 1 might wonder to fee that to be hated which 
deſerves praiſesand admiration, were it not that Scripture tells m2 how the righte. 
ous is an abomination unto the wicked, 

And, My Lord, That you may the better know the Ground of what1 ſay, I ſhall 
undertake to give you 2n imperie&t charatier of that Prince who through many 
croſſes and difficulties hath attaineC to ſuch a height of perſeQtion, in every Princely 
quality: and herel need not,to follow the 2dvice of agreat Politician who faith,When 
thou ſpeakeſt of a Prince, commend him highly , and ſay he s a Perſon of many great Parts, 
though he hath them nor; for, though thou ſayeſt what be # not, yet thou ſhewef} what he 
webhro be, But when 1affirm here that his Eleftoral Highneſs is an extraoridnary per- 
ſ->n,1 ſay nothing but what his Neighbours, foe as well as friend, do acknowledge him 
tobe, 0 wir, the braveſl Prince of all theſe partsz and therefore that which ſome of 
thei cannot love, they doe eſteem and admire, for he kn?ws and praftiſeth that fen. 
tence of Socrates, One muſ} be indeed, what he wauld be accounted ro be, God and Na. 
ture who —_— himto ſuffer and to doe much, have fitted his body for any hard- 
thip, which being of a middle Stature needsno great diet, nor leng ſleep, in both 
which he is very temperate and far from the exceſſes wherein Germany doth abound z 
tic eats not m__ and though he keeps a very {noble and plentifull table, he doth 
not delight, as to his own diet, in the variety wherein it doth abouull, ueither is he 
choice inthe ſeveral kinds of meats but all are almoſtalike to him, Wine mixed with 
Water 15 his uſual drink, and yet he drinks but ſeldom : he uſeth no Feather. beds, 
and foure or five hours at the moſt is the time he allows himſelf to be in Bed ; neithee 
doth he fleep all this while, tor very often he hath one or other to gead Books to 
tim by his bed ſide, and ſometimes he calls for Paper and Ink to write himſeli, All 
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his affalrs from the Higheſt to the loweſt he takes notice and is the direftor of; ſo that 
for certain he ever carryes.al! his Council along with him, yet heis very willing 
and patient to hear what others can ſay upon any matter, but all reſolutions come 
immediately from him : eyery Writing which comes from his Secretaries Office he 
peruſes, and Before he Signes it takesnotice ofthe — and ofthe verycom- 
ma's that are wanting; and inzll this he is undeſatigable, for he enjoys humſelf amid 
the croud of his buſineſs as much as if he had nothing to doe, fo that when he 
receives Company, one would think he hath nothing elſeto do but fludy how to be 
civil and oblidging: Yet his affairs are ſo e:ſic to him, that preſently he dives 
into and findes the bottom of them, ſor he hath a quicand pregnant wit, 
and he is ſo judicious as to untold that which is really true from f on which is but 
ſeemingly ſo, whereby he ſwfſees not his judgment to be ſeduced by ſpecious andplau- 
ſible words or pretences. As for his ſoul,1 do not believethere is one more noble in 
all the world, high, conſtznt and fixed in his reſolutions, which are good and juft, 
he is generous without oftentation , liberal with choice and without profuſneſs 
and upon this account merit and vertue do avail with him more then favour: ſo that 
'tis pitty the extent of his Dominions is not ſuitable to the greatneſs of his abilities to 
Ge vern , but he is abovethe malice of his enemies, who though they have uſurped 
part of his Szates,yet could never derogate any thing from his worth, and ſince it is 
Gods pleaſure he 1s well contented with his condition, knowing it to be more honour 
fora Prince to deſerve larger Dominions,and not have them, then to enjoy them and 
not be qualified for them. In a word, he is temperate at Table, ſweet and civil in 
Company, rational and ſolid in his diſcourſe, wiſe in Council), valiant in the Field, 
Noble and great every where. 

And ſuch as he js himſelf,ſuch he deſires others ſhould be;therefore hisCourt is very 
well modeled, conſifting of (ele Perſons,who afford variety,but breed no conſrſion, 
for in it things are carried on in a handſome and orderly manner, 

I muſl not omit to mention that extraordinary »pplication his Highneſs hath upon 
Occaſion toWarlike afairs,thoſe rare and reguler fortificatipns of Manheim are moſt, 
or rather all aſter his dire&tion ; and ſince this preſent War broke forth, one would 
admire to ſee how careſull and ative he hath been himſclt, to ſee Provifion, Ammu- 
nition, and Artillery, conveyed to his Camp, to view it, andthe fortifications of his 
placeszand ex tempor: togive his diretions , ſo fit, ſo judicious, and ſo neceſſary. 
The very devices of his Guidons, and Colours, with their Motto's, which are ſo 
witty,and ſo ingenious,arc all of his own contrivance, ſo are the ſentences ot his me- 
dalls, But to be ſhort, he is in his States that which the Soul is to the body, whole in 
the mhole, and whole in every part of it, he doth move all and animate it. Words 
wouldfail meif I went about to exaggerate thoſe vertues.1 know to be in him, 
but 1 beleive it is better to hold his peace then not to ſpeak enough ofit, Your Lord- 
hip will believe this the moxe that, you know 1 have not any dependency upon 
that Prince, but 1 think my ſelf obliged to bear record to thoſe qualities I haye truly 
obſerved in him, and I matter not who knows of it. 

But one thing more 1 muft fay of this Prince, that he remembers himſelf to be of 
the Royal Engliſh Blood, and therefore every thing which concerns that Nation, is 
fo near tohim, that I doubt whether the beſt Engliſh man be more tender of the good 
and honour of England, then this prince is, he loves the Language, which he ſpeaks 
very well, and the Nation too, £6 that tis enough for one to be an Engliſh man, there- 
by to get a free acceſſe to his Perſon, and find a civil reception at hus Court,as many 
have had, and have a preſent experience of, 

Ofall this Princes neighbours,te Duke of Lorrain hath, been. und is fill, one of the 
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moll troubleſome : he hath made himſelf ſo well known to the World, that he faves 
me the trouble of giving you any charaQter of his Perſon;He is of a family which hath 
heretofore afforded ſo many bloody and cruel perſecutors of the Proteſtants ; fo that 
upon this account (if he had any Religion at all) he might be thought to be the 

fors enemy ; but he walks upon other principles, and conſidering himſelf to be an 
undone man, deſpair makes him not to care what miſchiefhe doth to others; ang as 
the Pa/atinate is a neighbouring Country to his, ſo he hath taken every occaſion to 
over-run it with his Souldiers,who are the Tortars of theſe parts: thus not long ſince 
he joyned with the Eggfor of Mentz to Sack and Plunder that poor Country,he uſing 
Fire and Sword to leave lamentable marks of his cruelty: and as he is a man who 
neither ſtands to engagements,nor doth performe any promiſes, there is no truſt to 
be put to any Treaties of peace with him, but one is forced to land upon his Guard, 
and to be at great charges to prevent his attempts and Hoſlilities, 

Now as tht Pa'atinate, is the Country the moſt expoſed to his invaſions,” his High. 
neſs is very much concerned to watch his deſigns, as to defend his own, foto pro. 
te thoſe ſubjets who live under him, A Prince,like a compaſſionate-father, being 
to pity the miſcries of his people, [ſo as to make them ceaſe when they riſe from with 
in, and to prevent them by poſſible and lawfull means if ſeared trom abroad. As 
P.inces may juſily exa&t and require the hands and purſes of their ſubje&ts upon ac. 
count of the publick good, f.» Subjetts may juſtly expe ProteQtion ſrom their Sove. 
raign, when they are oppreſſed by ſtrangers; and as a wiſe Prince 15 not ſatisfed 
to remove the will and inclination which his neighbours have to do him wrong, 
but alfo, it poſſible, and by lawfutl meanes,he will hinder them from having the power 

. to. hurt him, or take it away {rom them if they have it; as it is natural to fortifie his 
Ground againſt the feared overflowings ot Sea, and Rivers, ſo his EleCtoral High- 
neſs of late is wiſely gone about to prevent for the future thoſe deſolations which 
the Lorrainers have heretofore too often cauſed in his Country, leaving the ſuc. 
ce/s in the hand of God, 

When 1 ſpeak of thoſe meanes which to right themſelves Princes uſe, the queſti- 
on is not whether they ought to be lawſull; all ( though they had but common ſenſe 
and reaſon ) do affirm it, and every one thinks or at leaſt pretends it, that the meancs 
he uſes are juſt, but to judge of it aright, one muſt come to particulars, and examine 
circumſtances; that is good at one time which is bad at another, and-fit for one per- 
ſon to doe, which is amiſs for another, that is lawfull for a Magiſtrate to do, 
which may not de allowed to a particular man; every one muſt at within the Sphere 
of his ſation, ſo a Judge may condemn a man to die, which another not inveſted of 
that authority may not doe: and ſometimes meerly upon neceſſity of State {ome mans 
liſe is to be ſacrificed to the publick good and faſety, for ſo a member 1s ſometimes 
cut offto ſave the whole body. Of two Princes who are wronged, often, one will 
uſe juſtifiable wayes to get ſatisfaftion, and the other ſhall rake thoſe which are un- 
warrantable ; nay, the very fame Prince will ſometimes vpon divers occaſions ob- 
ſerve a contrariety ot meanes,and even inthe ſame buſinefs app!y both lawtull and 
unlawfi I}, remedies, And oftwo Warring Princes, one, as the other, will pretend to 
be in the right way, yet it is not ſo. Ieontefs there are ſome generall rules by which 
t> examine the lawtullreſs or unlawiullneſs of thoſ: meanes,as are the Laws of God 
and Nature, and the particular conſlitutions of Nations and Countries : In a word 
one ought to conſult juſtice and reaſon : 1 keow an aggreſſor will never want pre- 
tences to palliate his ambition, injuſtice, hatred, deſire of revenge ,and the hike, 
which judicious and rational perſons, will find out and condemn, But I believe 


that on the other ſide , none may deny,that a Prince, to right himſelf of wrongs by 
reavy 


Þ 
4 


e* 


— 


SH 


v* 


— 


$ - 


ready ſuffered, and to prevent that for the ſuture the ſame be not done to himſels 
or his people aſter he hath'tryed all peaceable ways to obtain it, and they have bee 
ineffettupl}, in ſuch a caſe; by the laws of God and Men he is impowered and by his 
place anJ duty obliged to draw his Sword and ( iſhe ſees that to be a probable way 
to get ſatisfaction.) uſe it in the defence of himſelf and of his people: and this is" 
now the caſe ofthe Prince Palatine. 

And that the meanes which he hath v fed are lawſull and warrantable it will aps 
pear from the grounds of his late proceeding, The Duke of Lorrain, who engaged 
himſelf ſo far in the German Wars, ſeized upon ſome places of the Empire, namely 
Homburg, and Landftull, which are doors to let him into the Palatinare; theſe placesthe 
Duke,by an order of the Empire, was to reſtore,and receive a ſum of moneyes,in con» 
Gderation of his charges; the moneyes were offered him, which he reſuſed to take, 
whereupon,ſceing he made ia clearly appear thereby that he was reſolved to keep a 
footing m Germany, hereaſter, and upon occaſion to trouble the peace thereof, the 
Imperial Chamber at Spire impowered his Eleftoral Highneſs Palatine ofthe Rhine, 
a3 the moſt concerned Prince, to uſe all fit and poſſible meanes of taking thoſe places 
trom the Lorrainexs hands 3 aſter the atchicyment of which the Marqueſs of Baden 
Preſident of the Dict,and he of Durlack.came a purpoſe toFrankzn/tall to congratulate 
with the Prince for his ſucceſſes. And one of the Earls of Nofaw,the owner ofthoſe 
places, made over his rights and pretentions to his Highneſs; fo that there are two 
firong grounds for himto a&t as he hath a&ted. 

But that which put him the more earneſily upon't is the further deſign of the Lore 
raigner againſt his States, which clearly appear by the purchaſe he made fince, of a 
fixong Calle named Holneckfrom a Vaſſal of his EleQtorall Highneſs, which he might 
not {cy without the conſent and approbation of his Soveraign, This the Prince 
complained of, and deſired fatisfattion for, as ſor things before mentioned; andfor 
performance of things formerly promiſed by vertue of Treaties; but he could never 
receive any fayourable anſwer tv his juſt Ceſires; contrariwiſe new Ceſignes were 
daily and underhand carried on to diſturbe the Peace of his Dominions , as I could 
intance in ſome particulars, were it not lam alzeady gone beyond the extent ofa 
Letter, 

and thoſe juſtgrounds of a falling out,were ſo well and ſo perfeQly known abroad» 
that His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſent Mr. U* 4ubevil to take aſſurance from his Higt- 
neſs,as ke had taken it from the Duke of Lorain, not to at&t any Koſhlities one againſ} 
another, which was eaſily obtained from the Duke, either by the means of that de- 
pendency he hath upon France, or by a principle he hadto ſecure that which he was 
in poſſeſſion ot ; His Highneſs alſo gave his word for it in relation tothe Hukedome 
of Lorrain in its ancient bounds, but thoſe;places which were controverted , mui 
needs be ſuppoſedto have been excepted eitherexpreſſedly or implicitly, 

Wherefore his Highne(s prudently taking his time, beſieged the two Caftles of 
Landſinll and Holneck. and within a fortnight time took them both by compoſition 
with the loſſe 'only of two men, and of ſeyen or eight wounded z wherein 
the providence of God hath viſibly favored his Armies, every one of theſe 
Caſtles beingin a poſture to have held out much longer time then they did, and till 
celief had come unto them 2 nay, inthe Town of Landfull 300 Lorrainers were ſu r- 
priſed the very morning they intended to have put a Convoy into the Caſtle, and 
one D* Aſpermont a kinſman of the Dutchefſes, their commander taken in his bedand 
carried away priſoner. 

Aſter this, His Highneſs having left Carriſons in both places, but with orders to 
demolith the fortifications of Land/tul , drew his Army toward Frankenſt:l , and 
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_—_ the march of the Loyrain ſorces he went towards Bingen a Town upon the 
Rhine belonging to the EleQtor of Mentz, to oppoſe them, and ſince that time they 
have ſought with the ſucceſs, which certainly you heard of, and if you were ac. 
quainted with the order of the fight, you would grant that his Highgels hath carried 
himſell in't with an admirable condul, as with an extraordinary valour. 

Now,my Lord,l leave the refl to your ſerious conſideration: I do not undertake 
to fay what is your intereſt init, you know it in England: and I were overbold if 1 
did preſſe it upon you, However I may tell you how dangeeous *twould prove to 
let the Loyrainer grow too Potent againſt the Palatine, eſpecially becauſe the French is 
like to ſucceed him in that Dukedom, and for ought we know doth incourage him to 
it-Upon this occaſion therefore it were a Chriſtian and Princely reſolution to lay by 
animoſitys if any there be, and affit the weak ifit be puſſidle, to prevent turther de- 
folations, and methinks *twere alſo wiſdome in any one who hath grounds to pre- 
tend to that ſucceſſion ,to hinder the deſtruftion ofthat which one day may hap 
to be theirs ; and 1am fully perſwaded that there isno ſervice the Engliſh would go 
upon ſo heartily as this. 

But you will tell me,tis pollicy not toengage,for fear this ſhould be a pre- 
fident for others to do the like onthe contrary ſide, but*tis a thing very diſputa- 
ble whether this be a ſufficient ground to diſſwade you fromit, and ſel 

tit, yet there are ſeveral indireRt and by wayes to doit, even as we think the 
| pared hath encouragement from others; at leaſt 1 know it were neither ho- 
nourrable, nor adrantagious, to ſuffer that branch of the Engliſh Royal blood to be 
cut off, whillt it isin your power to prevent it, though 1 hope it will never come 
to that. 


This is my Lord all that I have@s preſent to communicate to you, leaving your 
Statlmen'beſore it bet late to make upon it ſuch ſerious refleQtionsas the matter 


deſerves : however 1 hope if you do not affiſi ſo excellent a Prince, you will counte- 
nance him in the Treaty, which they fay is ſhortly to. begin ; or at leaſt pray for 
a bleſing upon hs Perſon and continual proſperity of kis Armes. 


T am 


Yours &c. 


